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To teaching staff interested in further 

professional development
Dear All
       FdA and BA(Hons) Education & Training Programme – January 2010 entry
                 (“an exceptional programme” - External Examiner’s Report, Summer 2008)
As you may know, there is an opportunity to progress to the well established FdA programme if you have completed your Certificate in Education.  The latter gives you 120 credits at HE Level 1 and this foundation degree will provide another 120 credits at HE Level 2, consisting of four taught modules and two professional practice portfolios.  

Many of our students then progress to the BA (Hons) Education & Training programme which gives you the remaining 120 credits at HE Level 3 necessary for an Honours Degree.  This consists of three taught modules (one can be an ISM), one professional practice portfolio and a final Dissertation.  For those successfully completing the BA programme, there is progression to the M.A in Education.
We will be starting two new part-time cohorts in January 2010, one at Plymouth and one in the Exeter area (currently Police training HQ at Middlemoor), meeting one evening per week. Students on the FdA programme come from a variety of areas of adult education & training, including FE lecturers, police trainers, military trainers, health service educators, among others. 
If you have any interest in joining the FdA Education & Training programme, then do contact me on:  alan.hutchison@plymouth.ac.uk.  If you are based in Plymouth, you can always talk to my colleague, Ken Gale, who runs the programme in Plymouth.  His contact number is 01752-232336 or by email on kjgale@plymouth.ac.uk.  
To apply for the programme you need to complete an application form which is available from our Admissions Office (Amy Moses).  Please contact them on 01752 585402 or via email at PCET@plymouth.ac.uk.
I enclose an information leaflet with answers to some frequently asked questions.

Yours faithfully
Alan Hutchison
Programme Leader
FdA & BA(Hons) Education & Training
FdA Education and Training – January 2010 entry
An outline - Course Code 2956
What qualification will I get? 

The award of FdA Education and Training.
This award will allow you to progress to the Honours degree programme of BA (Hons) Education and Training. 

How long does it take?  

4 terms (1 year and 1 term). If you decide to progress on to the BA (Hons) Education & Training, you can commence this after a break of one term (see diagram at the end of this leaflet).
How many Modules are studied and what are they?

You study 6 modules as follows:
BAET251 The Adult Learner 
BAET253 Research Methods in Education 
BAET252 Theory in Education 
BAET254 Educational Policy 
Two Professional Practice Portfolios (PPPs) are studied alongside the above modules:

BAET256 Curriculum & Resources 
BAET255 Contextualising Theory in Practice

If you decide to progress to the BA (Hons) Education & Training programme, you study 3 option modules and submit 1 professional practice portfolio as well as a final dissertation:
Options chosen from a range (subject to availability) including: Psychology in Education; Gender & Ethnicity in Education; Information Revolution; Comparative Education; Education & Imagination, Current Developments in the Training Culture, Narrative Approaches to Education Practices, Wellbeing and Education, Independent Study Modules (x2).
One further Professional Practice Portfolio - BAET362 Professionalism & Values is studied alongside Options 1 and 2. 

Plus a dissertation on a subject of your choosing – BAET363.

How are Modules assessed? 

Each Module and PPP involves a 3000 (FdA) or 4000 (BA) word assignment. The dissertation is 10,000 words. All assignments are strongly related to your own practice. Considerable support is provided to guide assignment writing.

What other assessment is involved?  

Self and peer assessment are used extensively.

Why do it? 

For personal and professional development as well as for career prospects. The course is also highly regarded by our external examiners and has been described as “an exceptional programme” (External Examiner’s Report, Summer 2008)
Who does it?

Teachers and trainers working in varied adult learning contexts, such as FE lecturers, police trainers, military trainers, community education tutors, health service educators, among others. At the BA stage, these are joined by teaching assistants in primary and secondary schools, too.
How is the course organised? 

One Module is studied each term plus a PPP runs over 2 terms (see diagram).

Classes run on one evening per week for 10 weeks each term, 5.30-8.30pm (Plymouth) or 6-9pm (Exeter). Classes will run both at the Plymouth campus and in the Exeter area (Devon & Cornwall Police Training HQ at Middlemoor, just off M5). 
How much additional study time outside the classes is needed?

Around 10 hours per week outside the classes over each term should enable comfortable completion of the course. Actual hours vary between students, of course.
Tutor support: 

Personal and academic support is provided. We also provide extensive electronic support.
Where taught? 

Exeter (Middlemoor) and Plymouth are the main centres.

How taught?

Regular presentations by staff, considerable small and whole group discussion, guest lecturers, student seminar presentations, online support, directed study activities, among others.
Resources to support the course? 

Full facilities of University including learning resources

How much does it cost? 

The part-time programme is currently charged at £1,500 or £250 per 20 credit module (based on 2009-10 fees).  The university would make arrangements to invoice students as follows:
Terms 1 & 2 – (Spring and Summer Terms) - 60 credits (£750).

Terms 3 & 4 – (Autumn and Spring Terms) - 60 credits (£750).
If you decided to progress to the BA (Hons) Education & Training programme, currently the fees are £1,500 or £250 per 20 credit module (based on 2009-10 fees).  
Staff working at Partner Colleges can get 50% fee reduction. Also, fees can be paid in instalments through each year.
Admission criteria:

· 120 credits at HE level 1 in a relevant area (usually a Cert Ed)

· Regular involvement in professional practice (e.g. training/teaching etc)

· Willingness to undertake required personal study time each week and an independent approach to learning

· Intention to attend all programmed sessions.

How to apply?

Contact the Admissions Office at the Exmouth Campus on 01752 585402 (speak to Heidi Petersor Amy Moses) or by email at: PCET@plymouth.ac.uk for an application form. Applications accepted from April onwards for admission in January.
For any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Alan Hutchison

Programme Leader for FdA and BA in Education and Training

Email: alan.hutchison@plymouth.ac.uk 
FdA Education and Training programme
(January 2010 start)
Plus details of progression to the
BA (Hons) Education & Training programme
	FdA Education & Training 
120 Credits at HE Level 2 - Course Code 2956

	Year 1 

	Term 1 

	BAET251 The Adult Learner

(20 credit module)


	BAET256 PPP-Curriculum & Resources

(20 credit module)

	Term 2 

	BAET253 Research Methods 

(20 credit module)

 
	

	Term 3 

	BAET252 Theory in Education 

(20 credit module)


	BAET255 PPP-Contextualising theory in Practice (20 credit module)


	Year 2 
	

	Term 4 

	BAET254 Educational Policy

(20 credit module)


	

	Term 5 

	Gap between FdA & BA.

FdA award formally verified.

Exit at this point with the award of FdA Education & Training (foundation degree)

Apply for the BA programme.


	BA (Hons) Education & Training
120 Credits at HE Level 3 - Course Code 0862

	Term 6 

	Option 1 (20 credit module)


	BAET362 PPP- Professionalism & Values

(20 credit module)

	Year 3 
	

	Term 7 

	Option 2 (20 credit module)
	

	Term 8 

	Option 3 (20 credit module)

	Students can exit at the this point with the award of BA Education & Training

	Term 9 

	BAET363 Dissertation (40 credit module)

	The Dissertation will be due for submission at the start of the following term and then leads to formal verification of the award of BA (Hons) Education and Training
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